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HOUSE BILL NO. 2035
RELATING TO NON-AGRICULTURAL PARK LANDS

Chairperson Yamane and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 2035. This measure
requires the Department of Land and Natural Resources (“DLNR?”) to transfer to the
Department of Agriculture (“Department”) specified non-agricultural park lands by a
specified deadline. Requires DLNR and the Department to jointly report on the status of
the land transfer to the 2021 Legislature; and amends the definition of "agricultural

activities" used in chapter 166E, HRS.

The Department supports this bill, and respectfully offers the following comments

and recommendations.

The Department appreciates this measure’s intent to expedite transfers of
agricultural land to the Department, however, is concerned about the manner in which
specific properties will be identified for transfer and the requirement to negotiate future
leases by July 1, 2020. The Department respectfully requests the following

amendments to the measure to address its concerns:



In Line 1 of the preamble on Page 2, and Line 9 of Section 3 on Page 3, replace

the term “production” with the term “management.”

Replace the existing language in subparagraph (b) of the new section
established in Section 2 of the measure with the following:

“(b) Any provision of this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, any lands

identified and approved for transfer by the board as non-agricultural park lands that

have not been transferred by June 30, 2020, shall be placed under the management

jurisdiction of the department by July 1, 2020. The department of land and natural

resources shall be responsible for resolving all outstanding issues regarding any leases

or agreements that are not in compliance with section 166E-3. The department shall

assume management responsibility for leases and agreements transferred by July 1,
2020.”

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 2035
RELATING TO NON- AGRICULTURAL PARK LANDS

HouseBill 2035 proposes tcequire the transfer of specified ragricultural park landgom the
Department of Land and Natural Resources (Departrteetite Department of Agricultuf®OA)

by June 30, 2020, and amend the definition of “agricultural activities” in Chapter 166E, Hawaii
Revised Statutes (HRS), to include the care and production of pasturevidmashe meaning of

the phrase “care and production of livestock or livestock produdibe Department strongly
opposeghis measure.

Pursuant to Act 90Session Laws of Hawaii 2003, now codifiesl @hapter 166E, HRS, the
Department has already transferred more tha)®00 acres of agricultural land to DOA, and
additional transfers are in procesgonsisting of nearly all the agricultural crop land, such as
former sugar cane land, held by the Departm@iiite Department hagenerallyexcluded large

acre pasture leases from these transfecause of the high natural resource value of certain pasture
lands Somepasture lands aremnant native forests thaave never been plowed and contain
native and endangered plants and wildliféney adjoin or are neéorest reserveand, as a result,

have greapotential for reforestation, arat/areimportantin providing access to other public lands

for managementiraditional gathering, and public recreation including hunting and .trdile
attached maps show the proximity of large tracts of pasture lands to forest reserves on Hawaii
Island and provide details on native ecosystems, potential for restoration and endangered species
The attached flyer entitled “Importance of Pasture Landd fNR’s Mission” provides additional
information. The Department'spasturelesseedave neverthelessequested the partment to
transfer their leases to DOWr management because D@fpears to havgreater flexibility

under its governing statutes and rukesamend, extend, and issue new leases by negotiation.

The perceived need to transfer pasture leases tod2@Ae relieved by providing theepartment
with statutory powers similar to those exercised by D@Athe management of itsdses.
Accordingly, the Administratiomas introduced a measure thissSion House Bill 2358, which



also before the Committee toddg, give the Department greater flexibility to deal with pasture
leases. 8sitive advancement in carbon sequestrationlemggs, wildlife management, wildfire
protection and forest health concerns can be best managed by the Department through mutually
beneficial practices with ranching, wildlife protection, and native forest restoration. Mandating
the transfer of these lasdo DOA for pasture purposes will severely undermine the potential for
reforestation and other natural resource protection uses of the land. For these reasons, the
Department respectfully urges the Legislature not to pass this bill, and instead suser Bl
2358(and its counterpart in the Senate, Senate Bill 2914pHod the selecpasture leases to

remain under the Department’s management.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure
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|:| Leased and Revocable Permits

Reserves Managed By:

- Div. Forestry & Wildlife, or Jointly with Other Agency
- Div. State Park

- The Nature Conservancy

. U.S. Fish & Wildiife Service

- U.S. National Park Service
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